8th Graders:
Summer Reading Suggestions
*Book descriptions courtesy of Follett*

Historical Fiction
Land of Hope by Lois Lowry Nixon
Russian immigrant Rebekah Levinsky hopes desperately that her dream will come true in
America. On the difficult ocean journey to the "land of opportunity" she meets two other
girls--Kristin Swensen from Sweden and Rose Carney from Ireland. The three quickly become
friends as they share their visions of the future and endure life on the overcrowded ship.
Once they reach Ellis Island the girls must separate and Rebekah and her family settle in New York on the
Lower East Side. Instead of finding streets paved with gold, they slave seven days a week in a sweatshop.
Will Rebekah find the courage to conquer the odds and find happiness in the United States of America.

Stowaway by Karen Hesse
Eleven-year-old Nicholas Young stows away on a British sailing ship in the year 1768 and
unwittingly joins Captain Cook's historic first voyage around the world. During the two and a half
years at sea, Nick keeps a journal of his daily life aboard the Endeavor and his occasional
adventures in faraway lands.

A Boy at War: A Novel of Pearl Harbor by Harry Mazer
While fishing with his friends off Honolulu on December 7, 1941, teenaged Adam is caught in the
midst of the Japanese attack and through the chaos of the subsequent days tries to find his
father, a naval officer who was serving on the U.S.S. Arizona when the bombs fell.

The Book Thief b
 y Markus Zusak
Liesel Meminger is a foster girl living outside of Munich, who scratches out a meager existence
for herself by stealing when she encounters something she can't resist-books. With the help of
her accordion-playing foster father, she learns to read and shares her stolen books with her
neighbors during bombing raids as well as with the Jewish man hidden in her basement.

The Glory Field by Walter Dean Myers
Follows a family's two hundred forty-one year history, from the capture of an African boy in the
1750s through the lives of his descendants, as their dreams and circumstances lead them away
from and back to the small plot of land in South Carolina that they call the Glory Field.

Between Shades of Gray by Ruta Sepetys
In 1941 fifteen-year-old Lina is preparing for art school first dates and all that summer has to
offer. Then one night Soviet secret police barge violently into her home. Lina her mother and
younger brother are deported to Siberia. Her father separated from the family is sentenced to

death in a prison camp. On their long and harrowing journey strength love and hope pull the family
through. Will it be enough to keep them alive?

Code Talker: A Novel about Marine Code Talkers of World War II by
Joseph Bruchac
Six-year-old Ned Begay leaves his Navajo home for boarding school, where he learns the
English language and American ways. At 16, he enlists in the U.S. Marines during World War II and is
trained as a code talker, using his native language to radio battlefield information and commands in a code
that was kept secret until 1969. Rooted in his Navajo consciousness and traditions even in dealing with fear,
loneliness, and the horrors of the battlefield, Ned tells of his experiences in Hawaii, Guadalcanal,
Bougainville, Guam, Iwo Jima, and Okinawa.

Echo by Pam Munoz Ryan
Lost and alone in a forbidden forest, Otto meets three mysterious sisters and suddenly finds
himself entwined in a puzzling quest involving a prophecy, a promise, and a harmonica.
Decades later, Friedrich in Germany, Mike in Pennsylvania, and Ivy in California each, in turn,
become interwoven when the very same harmonica lands in their lives. All the children face
daunting challenges: rescuing a father, protecting a brother, holding a family together. And ultimately,
pulled by the invisible thread of destiny, their suspenseful solo stories converge in an orchestral crescendo.

The Emperor of any place by Wynne-Jones, Tim
When Evan's father dies suddenly, Evan finds a hand-bound yellow book on his desk—a book his
dad had been reading when he passed away. The book is the diary of a Japanese soldier stranded
on a small Pacific island in WWII. Why was his father reading it? What is in this account that Evan's
grandfather, whom Evan has never met before, fears so much that he will do anything to prevent its being
seen? And what could this possibly mean for Evan?

The boys who challenged Hitler : Knud Pedersen and the Churchill Club
by Phillip M. Hoose
At the outset of World War II, Denmark did not resist German occupation. Deeply ashamed of his
nation's leaders, fifteen-year-old Knud Pedersen resolved with his brother and a handful of
schoolmates to take action against the Nazis if the adults would not. Naming their secret club after the fiery
British leader, the young patriots in the Churchill Club committed countless acts of sabotage, infuriating the
Germans, who eventually had the boys tracked down and arrested. But their efforts were not in vain: the
boys' exploits and eventual imprisonment helped spark a full-blown Danish resistance. Interweaving his
own narrative with the recollections of Knud himself, here is Phillip Hoose's inspiring story of these young
war heroes.

Salt to the Sea By Ruta Sepetys

World War II is drawing to a close in East Prussia and thousands of refugees are on a
desperate trek toward freedom, many with something to hide. Among them are Joana,
Emilia, and Florian, whose paths converge en route to the ship that promises salvation, the

Wilhelm Gustloff. Forced by circumstance to unite, the three find their strength, courage, and trust in each
other tested with each step closer to safety.
Just when it seems freedom is within their grasp, tragedy strikes. Not country, nor culture, nor status
matter as all ten thousand people—adults and children alike—aboard must fight for the same thing: survival.

Girl in the Blue Coat By Karen Hesse

Amsterdam, 1943. Hanneke spends her days procuring and delivering sought-after black
market goods to paying customers, her nights hiding the true nature of her work from her
concerned parents, and every waking moment mourning her boyfriend, who was killed on
the Dutch front lines when the Germans invaded. She likes to think of her illegal work as a
small act of rebellion.
On a routine delivery, a client asks Hanneke for help. Expecting to hear that Mrs. Janssen
wants meat or kerosene, Hanneke is shocked by the older woman's frantic plea to find a
person--a Jewish teenager Mrs. Janssen had been hiding, who has vanished without a trace from a secret
room. Hanneke initially wants nothing to do with such dangerous work, but is ultimately drawn into a web
of mysteries and stunning revelations that lead her into the heart of the resistance, open her eyes to the
horrors of the Nazi war machine, and compel her to take desperate action.

The Lie Tree by Frances Hardinge
Faith Sunderly leads a double life. To most people, she is reliable, dull, trustworthy--a proper
young lady who knows her place as inferior to men. But inside, Faith is full of questions and
curiosity, and she cannot resist mysteries: an unattended envelope, an unlocked door. She
knows secrets no one suspects her of knowing. She knows that her family moved to the close-knit island
of Vane because her famous scientist father was fleeing a reputation-destroying scandal. And she knows,
when her father is discovered dead shortly thereafter, that he was murdered.
In pursuit of justice and revenge, Faith hunts through her father's possessions and discovers a strange
tree. The tree bears fruit only when she whispers a lie to it. The fruit of the tree, when eaten, delivers a
hidden truth. The tree might hold the key to her father's murder--or it may lure the murderer directly to
Faith herself.

NARRATIVE NONFICTION
Three Cups of Tea by Greg Mortenson and David Oliver Relin

In 1993, following a failed attempt to ascend K2, Greg Mortenson was inspired by a chance encounter with
impoverished mountain villagers in Pakistan and promised to build them a school. From that rash, earnest
promise grew one of the most incredible humanitarian campaigns of our time--Mortenson's one-man
mission to counteract extremism by building schools, especially for girls, throughout the breeding ground
of the Taliban.

Trapped: How the World Rescued 33 Miners from 2,000 Feet Below
the Chilean Desert by Marc Aronson
In early August 2010, the unthinkable happened when a mine collapsed in Copiano, Chile,
trapping 33 miners 2,000 feet below the surface. For sixty-nine days they lived on meager resources with
increasingly poor air quality. When they were finally rescued, the world watched with rapt attention and
rejoiced in the amazing spirit and determination of the miners. What could have been a terrible tragedy
became an amazing story of survival.

Within Reach: My Everest Story b
 y Mark Pfetzer
Pfetzer, along with writer Jack Galvin, has chronicled in journal style his early career in
mountain climbing. In 1994, at the age of 14, Mark was the youngest to "summit" three mountains
in South America in preparation for climbing Mount Everest. Pfetzer shares his dreams and his
determination to bring them to reality. He has to cope with the strenuous body-building exercises, training
in survival and rescue skills, getting sponsors to finance his training and team ascents. He pushes himself to
his limits, but does not take reckless chances in his climbing.

Chew on This: Everything you don’t want to know about Fast Food by
Eric Schlosser
A look at fast food, what's in it, how it's made, and what it does to our bodies.

Chasing Lincoln’s Killer by James L. Swanson
Recounts the twelve-day pursuit and capture of John Wilkes Booth, covering the chase through
Washington D.C., Maryland, and Virginia, with a discussion of Abraham Lincoln as a father,
husband, and friend that examines the impact of his death on those close to him.

Anne Frank: Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank
Anne Frank's vivid account of her life while hiding from the Nazis has moved generations of
readers.

The Great Escape b
 y Paul Brickhill
They were American and British air force officers in a German prison camp. With only their
bare hands and the crudest of homemade tools, they sank shafts, forged passports, faked
weapons, and tailored German uniforms and civilian clothes. They developed a fantastic
security system to protect themselves from German surveillance. It was a split-second operation as delicate
and as deadly as a time bomb. It demanded the concentrated devotion and vigilance of more than six
hundred men--every one of them, every minute, every hour, every day and night for more than a year.

Call the Midwife: A Memoir of Birth, Joy, and Hard Times by
Jennifer Worth
In the 1950s, twenty-two-year-old Jenny Lee leaves her comfortable home to move into a
convent and become a midwife in London's East End slums. While delivering babies all over
the city, Jenny encounters a colorful cast of women—from the plucky, warm-hearted nuns
with whom she lives, to the woman with twenty-four children who can't speak English, to
the prostitutes of the city's seedier side.

Fantasy/Science Fiction/Dystopian
Labyrinth

Lost by Zoraida Cordova

Alex is a bruja and the most powerful witch in her family. But she's hated magic ever since it
made her father disappear into thin air. When a curse she performs to rid herself of magic
backfires and her family vanishes, she must travel to Los Lagos, a land in-between as dark
as Limbo and as strange as Wonderland, to get her family back.

The Golden Compass by Philip Pullman
Accompanied by her daemon, Lyra Belacqua sets out to prevent her best friend and other
kidnapped children from becoming the subject of gruesome experiments in the Far North.

The House of Scorpion by Nancy Farmer
Matteo Alacrán was not born; he was harvested. His DNA came from El Patrón, lord of a country
called Opium—a strip of poppy fields lying between the United States and what was once called
Mexico. Matt's first cell split and divided inside a petri dish. Then he was placed in the womb of
a cow, where he continued the miraculous journey from embryo to fetus to baby. He is a boy now, but most
consider him a monster—except for El Patrón. El Patrón loves Matt as he loves himself, because Matt is
himself.
As Matt struggles to understand his existence, he is threatened by a sinister cast of characters, including El
Patrón's power-hungry family, and he is surrounded by a dangerous army of bodyguards. Escape is the
only chance Matt has to survive. But escape from the Alacrán Estate is no guarantee of freedom, because
Matt is marked by his difference in ways he doesn't even suspect.

Divergent Series by Veronica Roth
In a future Chicago, sixteen-year-old Beatrice Prior must choose among five predetermined
factions to define her identity for the rest of her life, a decision made more difficult when she
discovers that she is an anomaly who does not fit into any one group, and that the society she
lives in is not perfect after all.

The Uglies Trilogy by Scott Westerfeld
Tally is about to turn sixteen, and she can't wait. Not for her license -- for turning pretty. In
Tally's world, your sixteenth birthday brings an operation that turns you from a repellent ugly
into a stunningly attractive pretty and catapults you into a high-tech paradise where your only
job is to have a really great time. In just a few weeks Tally will be there.
But Tally's new friend Shay isn't sure she wants to be pretty. She'd rather risk life on the outside. When
Shay runs away, Tally learns about a whole new side of the pretty world -- and it isn't very pretty. The
authorities offer Tally the worst choice she can imagine: find her friend and turn her in, or never turn pretty
at all. The choice Tally makes changes her world forever.

The Bar Code Tattoo by Suzanne DuPrau

Kayla is ostracized at school because she refused to get the required tattooed bar code and now
she and her family must run to avoid the dangers threats against them.

The City of Ember by Jeanne DuPrau
The city of Ember was built as a last refuge for the human race. Two hundred years later, the
great lamps that light the city are beginning to flicker. When Lina finds part of an ancient
message, she's sure it holds a secret that will save the city. She and her friend Doon must
decipher the message before the lights go out on Ember forever! This stunning debut novel offers
refreshingly clear writing and fascinating, original characters.

The City of Bones b
 y Cassandra Clare
When fifteen-year-old Clary Fray heads out to the Pandemonium Club in New York City, she
hardly expects to witness a murder—much less a murder committed by three teenagers covered
with strange tattoos and brandishing bizarre weapons. And she's more than a little startled
when the body disappears into thin air. Soon Clary is introduced to the world of the Shadowhunters, a
secret cadre of warriors dedicated to driving demons out of our world and back to their own. And Clary is
introduced with a vengeance, when her mother disappears and Clary herself is almost killed by a grotesque
monster. How could a mere human survive such an attack and kill a demon? The Shadowhunters would
like to know…

The Red Pyramid by Rick Riordan
Since their mother's death, Carter and Sadie have become near strangers. While Sadie has lived
with her grandparents in London, her brother has traveled the world with their father, the
brilliant Egyptologist, Dr. Julius Kane.
One night, Dr. Kane brings the siblings together for a "research experiment" at the British Museum, where
he hopes to set things right for his family. Instead, he unleashes the Egyptian god Set, who banishes him to
oblivion and forces the children to flee for their lives.
Soon, Sadie and Carter discover that the gods of Egypt are waking, and the worst of them--Set has his sights
on the Kanes. To stop him, the siblings embark on a dangerous journey across the globe -- a quest that
brings them ever closer to the truth about their family, and their links to a secret order that has existed
since the time of the pharaohs.

Witch and Wizard Series by James Patterson

London Calling by Edward Bloor
Seventh-grader Martin Conway believes that his life is monotonous and dull until the night the
antique radio he uses as a night-light transports him to the bombing of London in 1940.

The Maze Runner by James Dashner
Thomas, his memory wiped out, is thrust into the center of an enormous maze, where other
teens have constructed a survivalist society. No one knows why they’re there, or where they
came from, but each day they send out runners into the constantly shifting, monster-infested
labyrinth to search for a way out. As memories start to trickle back in and circumstances grow increasingly
dire, Thomas suspects he knows more about the maze than he should.

Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card
Andrew "Ender" Wiggin thinks he is playing computer simulated war games at the Battle School;
he is, in fact, engaged in something far more desperate. Ender is the most talented result of
Earth's desperate quest to create the military genius that the planet needs in its all-out war with
an alien enemy.

Cinder by Marissa Meyer

Cinder, a gifted mechanic and a cyborg with a mysterious past, is blamed by her stepmother for
her stepsister's illness while a deadly plague decimates the population of New Beijing, but when
Cinder's life gets intertwined with Prince Kai's, she finds herself at the center of an intergalactic
struggle.

Shiver by Maggie Stiefvater

For years, Grace has watched the wolves in the woods behind her house. One yellow-eyed
wolf--her wolf--is a chilling presence she can't seem to live without. Meanwhile, Sam has lived
two lives: In winter, the frozen woods, the protection of the pack, and the silent company of a
fearless girl. In summer, a few precious months of being human . . . until the cold makes him shift back
again.
Now, Grace meets a yellow-eyed boy whose familiarity takes her breath away. It's her wolf. It has to be. But
as winter nears, Sam must fight to stay human--or risk losing himself, and Grace, forever.

Incarceron by Catherine Fisher

Incarceron is a prison so vast that it contains not only cells, but also metal forests, dilapidated
cities, and vast wilderness. Finn, a seventeen-year-old prisoner, has no memory of his
childhood and is sure that he came from Outside Incarceron. Very few prisoners believe that
there is an Outside, however, which makes escape seems impossible.
And then Finn finds a crystal key that allows him to communicate with a girl named Claudia. She claims to
live Outside- she is the daughter of the Warden of Incarceron, and doomed to an arranged marriage. Finn is
determined to escape the prison, and Claudia believes she can help him. But they don't realize that there is
more to Incarceron than meets the eye. Escape will take their greatest courage and cost more than they
know.

Red Queen by Victoria Aveyard
In a world divided by blood--those with common, Red blood serve the Silver-blooded elite, who
are gifted with superhuman abilities--seventeen-year-old Mare, a Red, discovers she has an
ability of her own. To cover up this impossibility, the king forces her to play the role of a lost

Silver princess and betroths her to one of his own sons. But Mare risks everything and uses her new
position to help the Scarlet Guard--a growing Red rebellion--even as her heart tugs her in an impossible
direction.

We Are the Ants by Shaun David Hutchinson
Henry Denton has spent years being periodically abducted by aliens. Then the aliens give him
an ultimatum: The world will end in 144 days, and all Henry has to do to stop it is push a big
red button.
Only he isn’t sure he wants to.
After all, life hasn’t been great for Henry. His mom is a struggling waitress held together by a
thin layer of cigarette smoke. His brother is a jobless dropout who just knocked someone up.
His grandmother is slowly losing herself to Alzheimer’s. And Henry is still dealing with the grief of his
boyfriend’s suicide last year.
Wiping the slate clean sounds like a pretty good choice to him.
But Henry is a scientist first, and facing the question thoroughly and logically, he begins to look for pros and
cons: in the bully who is his perpetual one-night stand, in the best friend who betrayed him, in the brilliant
and mysterious boy who walked into the wrong class. Weighing the pain and the joy that surrounds him,
Henry is left with the ultimate choice: push the button and save the planet and everyone on it…or let the
world—and his pain—be destroyed forever.

Mystery/Crime/Spy Thriller
Last Shot: A Final Four Mystery by John Feinstein
After winning a basketball reporting contest, eighth graders Stevie and Susan Carol are sent to
cover the Final Four tournament, where they discover that a talented player is being blackmailed
into throwing the final game.

The Chronicles of Vladimir Tod: Eighth Grade Bites by Heather Brewer
Junior high really sucks for thirteen-year-old Vladimir Tod. Bullies harass him, the principal is
dogging him, and the girl he likes prefers his best friend. Oh, and Vlad has a secret: his mother
was human, but his father was a vampire. With no idea of the extent of his powers, Vlad
struggles daily with his blood cravings and his enlarged fangs. When a substitute teacher begins to question
him a little too closely, Vlad worries that his cover is about to be blown. But then he faces a much bigger
problem: he's being hunted by a vampire killer.

Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children by Ransom Riggs
Sixteen-year-old Jacob, having traveled to a remote island after a family tragedy, discovers an
abandoned orphanage, and, after some investigating, he learns the children who lived there may
have been dangerous and quarantined and may also still be alive.

The Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman

Bod is an unusual boy who inhabits an unusual place—he's the only living resident of a
graveyard. Raised from infancy by the ghosts, werewolves, and other cemetery denizens, Bod
has learned the antiquated customs of his guardians' time as well as their ghostly
teachings—such as the ability to Fade so mere mortals cannot see him.
Can a boy raised by ghosts face the wonders and terrors of the worlds of both the living and the dead? And
then there are being such as ghouls that aren't really one thing or the other.

I am Princess X by Cherie Priest
May and Libby came up with Princess X, a katana-wielding cartoon girl with a crown and red Chucks, on
the day they met in fifth grade, and for the next several years of their friendship, they wrote enough stories
about her to fill a closet. But then Libby and her mother die in a car accident, and May tries to move on with
her life, but she can’t shake the feeling that not everything adds up about Libby’s death. Three years later,
May notices a faded vinyl sticker that is unmistakably Princess X. Then she discovers a webcomic about
her, which includes characters that look alarmingly like Libby and May, and clues that only May can
decipher.

Modern Realistic/or Action/Adventure Fiction
The Raft by S.A. Bodeen
Robie is an experienced traveler. She's taken the flight from Honolulu to the Midway Atoll, a
group of Pacific islands where her parents live, many times. When she has to get to Midway in a
hurry after a visit with her aunt in Hawaii, she gets on the next cargo flight at the last minute.
She knows the pilot, but on this flight, there's a new co-pilot named Max. All systems are go until a storm
hits during the flight. The only passenger, Robie doesn't panic until the engine suddenly cuts out and Max
shouts at her to put on a life jacket. They are over miles of Pacific Ocean. She sees Max struggle with a raft.
And then . . . she's in the water. Fighting for her life. Max pulls her onto the raft, and that's when the real
terror begins. They have no water. Their only food is a bag of Skittles. There are sharks. There is an island.
But there's no sign of help on the way.

The Compound by S.A. Bodeen
Fifteen-year-old Eli, locked inside a radiation-proof compound built by his father to keep them
safe following a nuclear attack, begins to question his future, as well as his father's grip on
sanity as the family's situation steadily disintegrates over the course of six years.

Mockingbird by Kathryn Erskine

In Caitlin's world, everything is black or white. Things are good or bad. Anything in between is
confusing. That's the stuff Caitlin's older brother, Devon, has always explained. But now
Devon's dead and Dad is no help at all. Caitlin wants to get over it, but as an eleven-year-old girl
with Asperger's, she doesn't know how. When she reads the definition of closure, she realizes that is what
she needs. In her search for it, Caitlin discovers that not everything is black and white—the world is full of
colors—messy and beautiful.

Smiles to Go by Jerry Spinelli
Will Tuppence's life has always been ruled by science and common sense but in ninth grade,
shaken up by the discovery that protons decay, he begins to see the entire world differently and
gains new perspective on his relationships with his little sister and two closest friends.

Tangerine by Edward Bloor

Twelve-year-old Paul, who lives in the shadow of his football hero brother Erik, fights for the right to play
soccer despite his near blindness and slowly begins to remember the incident that damaged his eyesight.

Orbiting Jupiter by Gary Schmidt

Jack, 12, tells the gripping story of Joseph, 14, who joins his family as a foster child. Damaged in
prison, Joseph wants nothing more than to find his baby daughter, Jupiter, whom he has never
seen. When Joseph has begun to believe he'll have a future, he is confronted by demons from his
past that force a tragic sacrifice.

Everything, everything by Nicola Yoon
This is the story of Maddy, a biracial teenage girl with severe combined immunodeficiency, or
SCID, who’s essentially allergic to the world. Cared for by her physician mother and Carla the
nurse, Maddy is confined to her antiseptic white home, where she communicates with tutors and
online friends through her computer. She’s never had a companion her own age until the arrival of Olly,
who moves into the house next door. With Carla as her ally, Maddy defies her mother, allowing Olly into her
house and her heart, and putting her very life at risk.

Everything That Makes You by Moriah McStay

Fiona Doyle's face was horribly scarred as a child. She writes about her frustrations and
dreams in notebooks, penning song lyrics. But she'd never be brave enough to sing those songs
in public. Fi Doyle never had an accident. She's the best lacrosse player in the state and can't be
distracted by her friend who wants to be more than that. But then her luck on the field goes
south.
Alternating chapters between Fiona and Fi tell two stories about the same girl—hopes and
dreams and crushes, fears and failures and loss.

Booked by Kwame Alexander

Twelve-year-old Nick loves soccer and hates books, but soon learns the power of words as he
wrestles with problems at home, stands up to a bully, and tries to impress the girl of his
dreams.

Free Verse by Sarah Dooley

When her brother dies in a fire, Sasha Harless has no one left, and nowhere to turn. After
her father died in the mines and her mother ran off, he was her last caretaker. They'd always
dreamed of leaving Caboose, West Virginia together someday, but instead she's in foster
care, feeling more stuck and broken than ever. But then hen Sasha discovers family she
didn't know she had, and she finally has something to hold onto, especially sweet little Mikey,
who's just as broken as she is. Sasha even makes her first friend at school, and is slowly learning to cope
with her brother's death through writing poetry, finding a new way to express herself when spoken words
just won't do. But when tragedy strikes the mine her cousin works in, Sasha fears the worst and takes
Mikey and runs, with no plans to return.

Ghost by Jason Reynolds

Castle “Ghost” Cranshaw has been running for three years, ever since the night his father shot a gun at him
and his mother. When he gets recruited by a local track coach for a championship team, they strike a deal: if
Ghost can stop getting into fights at school, he can run for the Defenders, but one altercation and he’s gone.
Despite Ghost’s best intentions, everyone always has something to say about his raggedy shoes, homemade
haircut, ratty clothes, or his neighborhood, and he doesn’t last 24 hours without a brawl. Will Coach and his
mom give him another chance to be part of something bigger than himself, or is he simply destined to
explode?

The Sun is Also A Star by Nicola Yoon

On a summer morning in New York City, Daniel and Natasha wake up as strangers. This is a
day that could catapult their lives into entirely new directions that neither of them wants to
take. Natasha has only hours left to prevent her family’s deportation to Jamaica, after a minor
legal infraction jeopardizes their stay in the U.S. Daniel dreads sealing his fate with an alumni
interview that will pave his way to a career in medicine, as his Korean family expects. Despite a
day packed with Natasha’s desperate race against time and a tangled system, and Daniel’s
difficult tug-of-war between familial pressures and autonomy, love finds a way in, takes hold, and changes
them both forever.

Graphic Novels
Bone Series by Jeff Smith
After being run out of Boneville, the three Bone cousins -- Fone Bone, Phoney Bone, and Smiley
Bone -- are separated and lost in a vast, uncharted desert. One by one, they find their way into a
deep, forested valley filled with wonderful and terrifying creatures. Eventually, the cousins are reunited at
a farmstead run by tough Gran'ma Ben and her spirited granddaughter, Thorn. But little do the Bones
know, there are dark forces conspiring against them and their adventures are only just beginning!

Smile series by Raina Telgemeier
Raina just wants to be a normal sixth grader. But one night after Girl Scouts she trips and falls,
severely injuring her two front teeth. What follows is a long and frustrating journey with on-again,
off-again braces, surgery, embarrassing headgear, and even a retainer with fake teeth attached. And on top
of all that, there's still more to deal with: a major earthquake, boy confusion, and friends who turn out to be
not so friendly.

Amulet series by Kazu Kibuishi

After moving to their ancestral home, Emily and Navin's mother is kidnapped by a tentacled creature in the
basement that leads the children on a deadly chase into the magical world below their home.

Pandemonium by Chris Wooding
Seifer Tombchewer, captain of the local skullball team, is knocked unconscious, abducted, and
taken to the royal palace, where he learns that Prince Talon Pandemonium has gone missing.
Seifer, who looks exactly like the prince, is expected to fill his role.

James Patterson Maximum Ride series by Narae Lee

A handful of avian DNA–enhanced youths whose communal freedom is threatened when one of
them is kidnapped and held captive in an evil lab. Teenaged Max and her charges, who include
slightly younger Fang, blind Iggy, and the little kids Gasman and Angel, leave behind a nearly
idyllic retreat and go into a world where they are threatened by paramilitary beasts. They learn
soaring techniques from birds of prey, find temporary comfort with a small family of “regular people,” and
are imprisoned by the man whom they thought was their foster father.

El Deafo by Cece Bell
When cartoonist Bell was four years old, a case of meningitis left her severely deaf. In this
graphic memoir, she tells readers about the friends and family who help her adjust, the
frustration she feels when learning to communicate, and the devices she uses to assist her
hearing, most notably the Phonic Ear, a large machine that connects to a microphone her
teachers wear and amplifies sounds in her hearing aids. Aside from making school easier, the Phonic Ear
gives Bell a superpower: when her teachers forget to doff the microphone, she can still hear them anywhere
in the school (including the bathroom!). She keeps her newfound superpower a secret and daydreams about
being El Deafo, a super alter ego whose deafness makes her powerfu

Gaijin : American Prisoner of War Matt Faulkner
With a white mother and a Japanese father, Koji Miyamoto quickly realizes that his home in San
Francisco is no longer a welcoming one after Pearl Harbor is attacked. And once he's sent to an
internment camp, he learns that being half white at the camp is just as difficult as being half
Japanese on the streets of an American city during WWII.

The Arrival by Shaun Tan
In this wordless graphic novel, a man leaves his homeland and sets off for a new country,
where he must build a new life for himself and his family.

The graveyard book. Volume 1 by  Russell, P. Craig
The first volume of a two-volume graphic novel adaptation of Neil Gaiman's The graveyard
book, in which the orphan Bod, short for Nobody, is taken in by the inhabitants of a graveyard
as a child of eighteen months and raised lovingly and carefully by the community of ghosts
and otherworldly creatures. But Bod must remain in the graveyard, for leaving it could mean his death at
the hands of a man named Jack--the man who murdered Bod's family.

Artemis Fowl : the Graphic Novel by Eoin Colfer
A graphic novel adaptation of Eoin Colfer's novel in which a twelve-year-old evil genius tries to
restore his family fortune by capturing a fairy and demanding a ransom in gold; but the fairies
fight back with magic, technology, and a particularly nasty.

Percy Jackson & the Olympians. Book one,The lightning thief : the
graphic novel by Robert Venditti
A graphic novel adaptation of "The Lightning Thief" in which Percy, expelled from six schools for
being unable to control his temper, learns the truth from his mother that his father is the Greek
god Poseidon, and is sent to Camp Half Blood, a special camp to prepare him to stop a war among the gods.

March series By John Lewis, Andrew Aydin, and Nate Powell
This graphic novel is Congressman John Lewis' first-hand account of his lifelong struggle for civil and
human rights, meditating in the modern age on the distance traveled since the days of Jim Crow and
segregation. Rooted in Lewis' personal story, it also reflects on the highs and lows of the broader civil rights
movement. Book One spans Lewis' youth in rural Alabama, his life-changing meeting with Martin Luther
King, Jr., the birth of the Nashville Student Movement, and their battle to tear down segregation through
nonviolent lunch counter sit-ins, building to a climax on the steps of City Hall. Book Two covers the
Freedom Rides and Lewis’s election as Chairman of the Student Nonviolence Coordinating Committee.
Book three begins in 1963 and includes the Freedom Vote, Mississippi Freedom Summer, Selma, and both
the legal and violent retaliation of Jim Crow.

